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Open Letter to SLWLA Board President, Pat Zlotin: 
  
At the Board Meeting last evening, April 27, 2021, You totally overstepped your's and the 
Board's authority with respect to your attempt to oust me from the position of Chair of the 
Judicial Panel, which should run through March 31, 2021. You need to understand that the 
Judicial Panel was set up 17-18 years ago by the then Board, thereby making it impossible for 
succeeding  Boards to interfere with or have any control over JP in the following areas:   
Compliance 
 Violations 
Investigation  
Conducting Hearings 
Assessing Fines   
  
We have lived here for over 20 years, and aside from JP, I was a Member of Legal Affairs from 
2013 through 2020, when I assumed the position of the Chair of JP.  I have had the opportunity 
to work beside some very qualified and respected leaders within the Community, during that 
time, who became my mentors.  I have a solid background of the history of SLWLA, and I am 
aware of what the rules and regulations of the NC Planned Community Act dictate, and the fact 
that they supersede the SLWLA By-Laws.  Also, the Judicial Panel was never set up as a 
Standing Committee according to NCPCA. 
  
My point, here, is that the key wording in the NCPCA,  § 47F-3-107.1, clearly states “adjudicatory panel” and not “committee”.  If the Judicial Panel is a committee then it should 
have been properly placed on the SLW website years ago under the heading entitled “Committees”.  It has never been shown as anything other than an “adjudicatory panel”.  Is it 

because the Boards that have followed knew that it agreed to relinquish those five categories 
mentioned above, when SLWLA elected to be covered under the provisions of the NC Planned 
Community Act some 17-18 years ago?  The answer is a definite yes.  
  
Further, the Judicial Panel has never been placed within any Table of Organization.  It should 

be there, and it should most likely be listed under a heading such as “Judicial”.  The Judicial 
Panel is the Department/Division within the Association that upholds the rights of the 

Community Members, and is their Voice.  It is called “Checks and Balances”, pure and 

simple.  Past Boards have realized this fact that the Judicial Panel is totally independent with 
respect to the five categories mentioned above.  But, that is not true with respect to this Board 
and the immediate past Board, who just will not accept what is, in fact, the superior 
legislation.  On a Table of Organization, if it were shown, it certainly would be inappropriate to 
place the Judicial Panel in the same relative position as the Legal Affairs Committee, under the 
Board, as a Standing Committee.  Instead, the Judicial Panel should be off to the side as its 

own entity, in order to effectively provide those necessary “Checks and Balances”.  

 
I intend to keep fulfilling my volunteer obligation of continuing to uphold the rights and privileges 
of the Community as Chair of the Judicial Panel, which is not a Standing Committee of the 
Board, through March 31, 2023. 

 
 
 

 


