
Wake Boat Concerns: A National View 

 
The number of complaints regarding wake boat wakes have risen exponentially over the past 2-

4 years across the country.  So much so that many States have instituted some sort of action 

whether it be gathering data, commissioning studies, or proposing legislation including 

Washington, Wisconsin, Oregon, Idaho, Michigan, Minnesota, New Hampshire, Vermont, and 

North Carolina. 

 

Residential associations of privately-owned lakes – such as Seven Lakes West – can implement 

restrictions/regulations through their normal voting process just as Canyon Lake in California 

did when they voted to ban boats taking on ballast over shore erosion fears as well as property 

damage and safety concerns.  It is not unlike SLW banning jet skis and jet boats. 

 

Addressing these concerns at public lakes is more complicated. One is jurisdictional:  who has 

the authority to implement change, Municipality, County, State, State Agency?  Second is the 

impact on the local economy at public lakes: would hotels, restaurants, stores serving the 

boating community, etc. be adversely impacted if wake boat restrictions were implemented at 

a particular lake and wake boat enthusiasts simply went to another lake?  Any guidance would 

need to be county or state-wide as a practical matter. 

 

However, given the increase in complaints, State authorities have begun to address these 

concerns: 

 

• Sawyer County, WI is proposing 700-foot no wake zones in county lakes; 

• Vermont introduced legislation – SB 69 – which would effectively ban wake boats; 

• Washington State has introduced ordinances that allow Deputies to ticket boaters for 

large wakes even if made outside No-Wake zones because of, “… shore property 

damage.” 

• According to The Smith Mountain Eagle (Virginia), “Smith Mountain Lake’s Water Safety 

Council doesn’t want to wait until someone is killed or badly injured before taking action 

on ways to ensure wake surfers and people along the shoreline, often little kids, can 

safely coexist on the lake… Damaged docks have become so common one SML dock 

building contractor devotes two of his workers full time to repair them, the Council 

learned.”  The Council has launched a data collection campaign and will seek State 

regulation. 

• Complaints from Lake Norman residents increased dramatically in the past 2 years and 

garnered the attention of the North Carolina Wildlife Resources Commission which 

announced an interest in the study of wake boats.  The Commission does feel that, “… 

Wake boats do lead to erosion and contributed to the disappearance of several small 

islands in Lake Norman.” 

• Lake Oswego in Oregon has banned wake boats over 10,000 lbs. but lake residents are 

fighting to reduce the amount to 3,500 lbs. 



• A community group – Safe Wakes for Small Lakes – based in Lotus Lake, Minnesota has 

additional concerns besides safety and damage.  The group claims wake boat wakes, “… 

can scour the bottom of lakes, disturb fish habitat, uproot plants, disturb sediment that 

can release phosphorous and nutrients that cause algae blooms.”  The group also 

reports that wake boat ballast tanks – even after they are emptied – still retain several 

liters of water which can harbor invasive species for a longer period of time, particularly 

zebra mussels. 

• Lake Tahoe officials are not so much concerned with shoreline erosion or lake bottom 

disturbance – Lake Tahoe has a 600-foot no wake zone along the perimeter of the lake 

and is 1,600 feet deep, and most water sports activity takes place in the center of the 

lake.  They are tremendously concerned, however, with invasive species.  Every motor 

boat put into the lake has to follow an invasive species protocol – every time.  They now 

require wake boats to decontaminate their ballast tanks with hot water at specific 

temperatures every time they exit.   

 

Obviously, this is just a small sample.  The point is that this issue is not isolated to just Lake 

Auman.  It is a serious concern in lake communities across the entire country as example after 

example of damaged docks and property, shoreline erosion, and, yes, personal injury is 

reported.  State authorities are now taking notice; it is time Seven Lakes West does as well. 

 
 


