
From: Pat Zlotin <president@7lakeswest.com> 

Date: Fri, Apr 30, 2021 at 12:59 PM 

Subject: Re: Issue for tonight's BOD meeting 

To: Michael Hughes 

CC: SLWLA Board <board@7lakeswest.com> 

 

Thank you for your patience while I gathered some of the data for you. 

 

Include some of the reports/studies by our own committees.  

 Committees are asked to provide their reports to the Board and upload them onto their committee page on the 

SLW web.  The monthly;y reports would include information about any studies they have done. 

 

When did WAKEBOATS arrive in residence at Lake Auman 

This is a bit of a difficult question to answer but if you mean boats that have ballast tanks and are designed to 

create wakes for skiers, we believe the first ones would have probably been when the manufacturers began to call 

inboats 'wake boats', so would have been around 2005 but we do not have specific data for SLW. 

 

How many are registered? Show the progression data over recent years. 

Again, we do not have good records prior to 2015 as the registered boats were not classified by 'wake or ballast' 

boats until recently. However, beginning in 2015, there were  12-15 'wake' boats and last year there were 48-50 

'wake boats'.  

 

Identify the BOARD & Committee members that are registered owners of a WAKEBOAT.  Is this a “conflict of 

interest” while considering issues at hand? 

I do not have the answer to that but trust that all the Board and Committee members are working towards the 

betterment of SLW, no matter what boat(s) they own.  Personally, I do not own any power boats, only 2 kayaks. 

 

There is what I’d call a rumor – A Committee president is a “seller of WAKEBOATs”. This needs to “out in the 

open”, if true. 

You are probably referring to the chair of the Lake Committee, Chris Mace, who works at Chatlee up in 

Sanford.  Chatlee does sell jet boats, but they are not permitted on Lake Auman so he does not sell any 'wake' 

boats that a member can put into our lake. 

 

With the delay of a decision on this study, will eventual approval (if made) allow useful data collection for the 

majority of this year’s boating season?. 

The proposed study was going to last for 12 months.  The study was not approved.  

 

I hope that I have answered your questions. 

 

On Tue, Apr 27, 2021 at 2:12 PM Michael Hughes  wrote: 
  

To: BOD – Seven Lakes West LOA  (via email: board@7lakeswest.com) 
  

As a community member, I urge Board support for the NCU study of Lake Auman. 
  

For over three years I’ve sailed my small catamaran on the lake and recently moved to a lakefront home.  Typically sailing in 
“high” wind conditions, I don’t usually encounter many power boats.  But, once last year I did “cross paths” with a WAKEBOAT 
and had never before experienced such a strong disturbance on the lake.  Also, just during last 2 months, I’ve watched, from the 
shoreline, the progression of one (1) WAKEBOAT’s wake across the lake to the shoreline and the dam.  The energy level of the 
wake is startling; if a number of such boats were operating at same time, I feel the disturbance of the lake surface, and shoreline, 
would be intolerable.  As an engineer, I can observe that the sub-face component of this energy event travels faster than the 
surface component, reflects off the lake bottom, and adds multiple wave fronts to the shoreline impact.  Also, very clear are 
reflections of wave fronts off of bulkhead surfaces to send the wave off in yet another direction. 

  



With regard to having an informed community membership, I feel the Board should pointedly arrange for more detailed information 
to be sent out in the weekly mailings from the management company (CAS).  Questions/info as follows: 

  

1. Include some of the reports/studies by our own committees. 
2. When did WAKEBOATS arrive in residence at Lake Auman 
3. How many are registered? Show the progression data over recent years. 
4. Identify the BOARD & Committee members that are registered owners of a WAKEBOAT.  Is this a “conflict of interest” while 

considering issues at hand? 
5. There is what I’d call a rumor – A Committee president is a “seller of WAKEBOATs”. This needs to “out in the open”, if true. 
6. With the delay of a decision on this study, will eventual approval (if made) allow useful data collection for the majority of this 

year’s boating season? 

With regret, I cannot attend tonight's "zoom" meeting because of a prior commitment, so I've tried to tell of my concerns in advance. 
  

Thank you for your attention to this important planning for our future. 
  

 

 

 

-- 

Pat Zlotin 

President, SLWLA 


