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This open letter is to demand that the current Board seek a legal opinion from the outside 
Board Counsel regarding its handling of actions taken against the Community Advocate 
(CA) and Judicial Panel (JP) Chair that were arbitrary, questionable, and beyond the scope 
of Board authority. We are insisting that we be provided with such opinion, to include 
specific documented allegations. The Board’s generalized, here say, and innuendos made 
concerning our competence and credibility are not acceptable. 
 
Out of courtesy to the Board, we had been prepared to await your anticipated cooperation 
before copying the Community outside legal council. However, today’s E-mail from the 
President to the JP on behalf of the Board has changed that decision and the outside 
council, Stephen Later, is being sent this open letter. That email achieved a serious low 
with respect to tact, logic, and understanding as to what a Board President's 
responsibilities are as an Officer of the Community. 
 
Normally, we would not think of publicizing such an inflammatory piece. However, the 
Community Members deserve to see exactly how “hostile” and “vindictive” this President 
can be. The following is the email in question that was addressed to JP Members, with a 
copy to all Board Members: 
 

"Due to recent actions of the Judicial Panel, the SLWLA Board of Directors 
mandates that the Panel meet with the Board at the May 25th Board meeting. It is 
preferable that you attend in person but if you are unable to do so, may appear via 
Zoom. If you are unable to attend, please let the Board know as unless there is a 
compelling reason that you cannot attend, your absence will be construed as a 
resignation from the Judicial Panel." 

 
The present Board and the immediate past Board have made it a standard practice to 
either refuse to respond specifically to legitimate legal inquiries presented to it by the CA 
and JP; or, have elected to defuse such requests; or, have made dubious decisions by 
overstepping their legal boundaries as per the NC Planned Community Act; or, the Boards 
have gone back and rescinded prior approved legal actions, thus violating an age-old term 
entitled “ex post facto”. 
 



They have made it impossible for the CA and the JP to function as the body that was duly 
set up under the North Carolina Planned Community Act (NCPCA) circa 2003 – 2005, to 
be “The Voice of the Community”, and to provide the necessary checks and balances to 
protect Community Members' rights and responsibilities, as they pertain to: 

Compliance 
Violations 
Investigation 
Conducting Hearings 
Assessing Fines 

 
On many occasions, what little interaction we have received by the Boards' 
responses to our legal inquiries have resulted in both inaccurate and 
misleading interpretations of the governing laws of order, and what particular 
laws supersede others. This Board's approach to summarily dismiss the CA 
and JP Chair with vague statements and innuendos, is totally opposite from 
the position being taken in this open letter. The following represents a few of 
the specific areas that have been breached by this current and immediate 
past Board. 

 

Specific Examples of Allegations Against the Boards: 
Examples 1 & 2:  Judical Panel, Chair position 
Example 3:   CA Dismissal 
Example 4:   Message Board censorship 
Example 5:   Actions by CA 

 
In conclusion, we are asking that the President of this 
Board, Pat Zlotin, be formally brought before the Community Members and 
that a motion for removal be undertaken. 
Submitted by 
Terry L. Card, Ron Shepard, 
Chair, Judicial Panel (Illegally Removed) Community Advocate (Illegally 
Removed) 
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