
From: Paul Kirst  
Date: Tue, Sep 3, 2019 at 9:25 AM 
Subject: Wake Boats 
To: Bob Fewkes <chair-lake@7lakeswest.com>, Brent Niedenthal,Chris 
Mace, Don Smith, Donald Snell, Edward Cockman, Jane Sessler, Jason 
Nowakowski, Josh Davis, Richard Williams, Ron Shepard, Steve Short  
 

 

Ahoy all, 

 

To save time at our next meeting I am attaching my rather lengthy 

proposal regarding wake boats for you to review in advance. 

 

Paul 

 

I propose that we ask the board to consider banning wake boats from Lake 

Auman.  That would include grandfathering currently registered wake boats until 

they are sold, after which they could not be re-registered on Lake Auman.  

Grandfathered wake boats (as well as all boats) need to be held responsible for 

any damage they cause as per N.C. law.   

Wake boats are a danger to small boats, swimmers, docks, and bluegill 

reproduction.  Lake Auman is just too small and boating density (of all types) will 

continue to increase.  The number of kayaks and paddleboards using the lake has 

increased significantly over the last two years. These are particularly vulnerable to 

high wakes created by wake boats. 

• A Vermont State Senator introduced legislation (SB 69) that would 

effectively ban wake surfing in the state by prohibiting boat “plowing,” in 

which a bow rides high and the boat stays off plane. 

• USA Today 7-29-19:  St. Paul, Minnesota.  Wake surfing is gaining popularity 

on the state’s lakes, but critics say it erodes shorelines, affects water 

quality and disturbs other lake users.  Minnesota Public Radio News 



reports that some residents contend the boats and their large wakes are 

simply too much for smaller lakes.  

• The following is an email from a neighbor about a recent experience: “ Paul, 

we were in the July 4 parade and dropped out for a moment. A wake boat 

pulled in front of us as we were getting back in line and as I was going 

across the wake the waves were higher than I expected. The front of the 

deck boat dipped into the wave and part of the wave came into the boat.  

Jim Deal” 

• A letter from Mike Keenan re: wake boats: “Last year I was swimming in 

Lake Auman and looked under my dock and noticed that I was missing one 

2 x 10 x 12 board and another board was hanging on by a nail. I hired a 

contractor who made the necessary repairs and billed me $250.00.  I am 

also very concerned that while sitting on my dock I observed the white cap 

waves which were created by these boats were crashing into the dock and 

over the bulkhead.  I think the boat owners either don’t care or unaware of 

the damage these waves can cause.  I am also concerned with the damage 

these waves can cause when trying to launch my pontoon boat off the lift.  

I would prefer that these boats be banned from Lake Auman... “ 

•  I won’t let my young granddaughter go sailing on weekends when wake 

boats are most active because it is potentially too dangerous for her in a 

small sailboat.   

• The fact that we do not allow jet skis or jet boats has been a positive selling 

factor making real estate more desirable in Seven Lakes West.   Adding 

wake boats to that list of banned nuisances will only increase that 

desirability (hence real estate values) to the vast majority of people who 

consider buying here.   

• There is a very real danger to private property of docks and boats at docks 

because of the wave heights generated by wake boats.   Eighteen years ago 

I built a deck along my shoreline that is 17 inches above lake level when 

the lake is just exactly full.    In that 18 years wave height from storm wave 



crests have never reached the height of that deck.  My waterfront is at the 

southeast end of the lake which has the maximum fetch possible on Lake 

Auman.  That fetches being 2 miles.  With northwest winds, which are 

among the strongest, I get the maximum wind generated wave heights 

possible on this lake.                                                                              .                                             

Wave height is typically expressed as the vertical distance from wave crest 

to wave trough.  It is not easy to simultaneously measure the height of the 

crest and trough, so my wave height measurements were taken from calm 

water surface to the crest by means of a yardstick nailed to the bulkhead, 

with zero being at calm water level.  Measuring the height of the crest and 

doubling that number gives total wave height. The maximum height of 

storm generated waves (described earlier) have never been more than 2 x 

17 or 34 inches (2 ft.10 in.) during that long period of observation.            

On 8-25-19 wave heights at the shoreline at the Short property just 

northeast of Butterfly Point which had been generated by a wake boat 

were measured by Short at 56 inches  (4 ft  8 in.) going up the cove and 64 

in. (5ft.4 in.) going the other way.  And those waves were generated by the 

boat going up and down the middle of the cove, as far from shore as 

permissible in that part of the lake.  

• Keenan did not see the source of waves that damaged his dock.  Storm 

waves have never reached as high as Keenan’s dock, but waves from wake 

boats have reached his dock.  That his dock was damaged by wake boats is 

conjecture, but logically reasonable considering that the maximum height 

of storm waves have been measured at only 2 ft. 10 in., whereas wake boat 

generated waves have been measured at  5 ft. 4 in. at the shore.  

•   Because wake boats are confined to the ski area but travel only half the 

speed of the ski and tube traffic there is some degree of constant danger 

from boats closing from the rear and slamming into huge waves if they try 

to pass.  If a surfer goes down in front of a fast approaching ski boat he 

could be unseen and get run over before his wake boat gets back to him.   

Boats are not confined to a narrow lane like cars on a highway, but many of 



the power boat operators are inexperienced, careless, inattentive, perhaps 

under the influence and thus a danger to themselves and others.    

• Bluegill reproduction:  The wave lengths of wind generated waves have 

been measured at a maximum of 15 ft. on Lake Auman.  The wave lengths 

of wake boat generated waves have not been measured directly but 

wavelengths are reported to be 10 times (or more) greater than wave 

height, giving them a length of 46 ft or more. Waves agitate water down to 

a depth of ½ their wavelength.   Thus while storm waves can disturb 

bottom sediments down to a depth of only 7.5 ft., wake boat waves can 

disturb down to 23 ft.   Bass spawn in water temps of 55-65 degrees.  Bass 

spawn early when water is still too cold for water contact sports.  Bluegills, 

however, spawn at depths of 5-10 ft. in Lake Auman in water temps of 65 

to 80 degrees, which is well into the summer boating season.   Because 

wave action from a wake boat extends deeper than from wind waves they 

will cause more silting on bluegill nests, suffocating the eggs and limiting 

the annual reproduction.   We buy and restock bluegills almost every year 

because we don’t have enough natural bluegill reproduction to support the 

food needs of the bass population.  To some degree wake boats probably 

disrupt our ecosystem balance by interfering with bluegill reproduction.  

• Larry Meddock, Chairman of the Water Sports Industry Association in 

Orlando, in a recent conversation with Steve Short, pointed out that 

bulkheaded lakes multiply the effects of wakes by reflecting waves back 

out into the lake.  He also pointed out that wakes from two or more boats 

can sometimes merge to produce even higher waves.  On the ocean, storm 

waves sometimes do this naturally to produce huge rogue waves and have 

produced devastating results.   He offered 4 ways to deal with this 

problem.  1) Plant eel grass at the bulkhead or 2) making barriers of 

discarded automobile tires to help dissipate waves.  I don’t think we want 

to introduce any additional aquatic vegetation into the lake and certainly 

not add toxic rubber trash.   3) Restrict wake boats to the center of the 

lake.  That would give some protection to shoreline properties but produce 



an area of greater danger to small boats and other wake boats.  4) Ban the 

wake boats outright.       

• Look at the following ad for a wake boat:  “May 23, 2017 - The Ramfill 

ballast fills in 45 seconds to create huge walls of water”.  Huge walls of 

water are a problem we could avoid by banning wake boats.    

Paul Kirst 

August 27, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an email from Mike Keenan he lists the following lake front owners (in addition 

to himself) who object to having wake boats on Lake Auman 

 

 

Phil and Pam Harrell 

101 Butterfly Court 

 

Jimmie and Dena Stackhouse 

105 Butterfly Court 

 

Jim and Debbie Christner 

111 Butterfly Court 

 

Mike and Patty Cirillo 

113 Butterfly  

 

Steve and Yvonne Short 

170 Simmons Dr. 

 

Rose Miller 

102 Standish Point 



 

Mark and Lori Kowalski 

103 Standish Point 

 

Paul and Pat Cipar 

104 Standish Point 

 

Steve Durant 

106 Standish Point 

 

Parks and Kitty Cobb 

103 Sunrist Point 

 

Gerhard and Phyllis Hergenhahn 

107 Sunset Point 

 

 

 

 

   


